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 August 2012
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This e-newsletter is a publication of Friends and Neighbors of
Swannanoa (FANS).  We hope you'll find it a useful source of
information about happenings in our community, news of local
interest, and Swannanoa history and heritage.  Help us spread
the word about all the great things that are happening in
Swannanoa by forwarding this e-newsletter to a friend.

If you have ideas for newsletter content, please click here to
send us an email.  We'd love to hear from you!   

 

FANS Launches a New and
Improved Website!   

 
FANS recently launched a brand new website, with more
graphics, an easier-to-access calendar of events and improved
ease of navigation provided by a drop-down menu system.
 
The site displays revolving photos on the home page that
highlight Swannanoa events and landscapes. The Photo
Galleries tab takes visitors to slideshows of our most popular
events and projects.
 
We'd like our site to be a "go-to" place for information about
Swannanoa - where residents and visitors can learn more about
the rich heritage of our Valley and feel the vibrancy that
resonates within our community through our events, projects
and common goals.
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Mill Around the Village Festival - Sept.
22

Swannanoa Stories and History Hike

Quick Link
 

 FANS Website

 

About FANS
 

Friends and Neighbors of Swannanoa
(FANS) is a volunteer-based,
501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization working for a strong and
vibrant Swannanoa by encouraging
active involvement, fostering
community spirit, and honoring our
unique history and natural heritage.
For more info and to find out how you
can get involved, click here.
 
FANS' Board of Directors:
 
Susan Brasfield - Treasurer
Anne Chesky
Cindy Davidson 
Maureen Dillow
Sandy Drake 
Carol Groben
Doug Lebbon
Shaun Moore - Secretary 
Sophia Papdopoulos - Chair  
Valerie Taylor - Vice Chair 
 
To send us an email, click here.  We
welcome and appreciate your input
and ideas!

Thank You to Our August
E-Newsletter Sponsor

     

The new site was developed and customized by Words and
Webs, a web-writing and site-building business, whose writer
and site design consultant is FANS' vice-chair, Valerie Taylor.
She partners with site-building partner, John Good, to produce
personalized web sites.  FANS is grateful to these two
professionals for the many volunteer hours they devoted to
creation of the new website.  
 
We invite you to come in, browse the different pages, enjoy
the photos and get to know the FANS organization better.
 
A few pages are still works-in-progress, but will be up soon. We
welcome your feedback or suggestions. Tell us how we're doing
by going to the site at www.swannanoafans.org and clicking on
the Contact tab. We look forward to hearing from you.

 

Get Rid of Unwanted Items at
Swannanoa Recycling Event  

 
Now is the chance to free up some space in your closets,
garage, or office!  The "Hard-to-Recycle" traveling collection
site returns to Swannanoa on September 15, 10am - 2pm, at
the Swannanoa Ingles parking lot (east end by Ace Hardware,
close to Hwy 70).
 
This ongoing program of quarterly events throughout the
County had its debut in Swannanoa last fall.  From its modest

yet successful beginning - trucks
and vans were packed that day
and "thank you's" were echoed
repeatedly - the Hard-to-Recycle
collection has grown in size and
participation.  Over two TONS of
plastics have been saved thus far
from burial in the landfill. 
Several 20' truckloads of
Styrofoam have been delivered
to the recycler, more than 3
full-size pickups of other
packaging material have gone to
artists and shipping stores for

reuse, and moving vans and cargo vans have been filled to
overflowing with unwanted electronics.  
 
Don't miss out on this opportunity to clear out your clutter and
help the environment!  Join us on September 15 - volunteers
will be on hand to help unload your electronics (sorry, no TV's),
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Created by four ambitious locals,

Native Kitchen and Social Pub
features an inviting atmosphere, an
exquisite local and seasonal menu,
and great music.  Whether you're

enjoying our local beers, a glass of
wine, or our famous saki cocktails,

Native is the perfect place to  
kick back and relax!   

 
204 Whitson Ave, Swannanoa

581-0480 
www.nativesocialpub.com   

Back to School!   
   
We wish the best of luck to our
Swannanoa students as they begin the
new school year.  Best of luck also to
the three new principals at
Swannanoa schools:  Gayland Welborn
at Owen Middle School, Clifford
Owens at Community High School,
and Kimberly Ward at W.D. Williams
Elementary.

Donate School Supplies
for Valley Students 

You can help local students by
donating the following school
supplies:  No. 2 pencils, notebook
paper, crayons (24 count), colored
pencils, large glue sticks, pocket
folders, spiral notebooks, boxes of

hard plastics, books, Styrofoam and other packaging,
cardboard, small appliances and metals and a number of other
items. Check for the full list of accepted items on flyers that
will be posted around the community, sent by e-mail, and
posted on the web. If this event is cancelled due to severe
weather, it will be rescheduled for the following Saturday,
September 22, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
 
To see a short (but very entertaining!) video of the first
recycling event in Swannanoa, click here.  
 
This event is sponsored by Rainbow Recycling, Friends and
Neighbors of Swannanoa (FANS), Asheville GreenWorks,
Curbside Management, E-CycleUs and Trash, Inc. Creative
Reuse Center.  Questions? Contact Rainbow Recycling at
669-5459 or info@rainbowrecycling.org.

  

Celebrate the Swannanoa River at
the First Annual  

Swannanoa RiverFest!  
 
The community is invited to come together for a celebration of
the Swannanoa River at Owen Park on Sunday, September 16,
from 5:30 - 8:00 p.m. Bring a chair and enjoy beautiful river
and mountain views, entertainment and food.  A rolickin' good
time is guaranteed!  There will be a potluck dessert feast, so
please bring a favorite dessert to share.   
 
The evening's festivities include a barbecue dinner (a
vegetarian option will also be available), mountain music, and
a performance of the Swannanoa River Play, an original
30-minute theater production created by students and faculty
at Warren Wilson College.  Using music and words, the play
recounts stories of the Swannanoa River as told by local
residents.  The River Play debuted last spring and continues to
evolve with new songs and material.  
 
The RiverFest entertainment lineup also includes Swannanoa
songwriter Bert Brown, who will entertain the crowd with his
original songs about Swannanoa and the river.  Brown's songs
met with rave reviews when they were performed as part of
the Way Back When plays at the Black Mountain Center for the
Arts.  
 
There will be a "listening booth" where folks can share their
own personal stories about the river.  In addition, RiverLink
Executive Director Karen Cragnolin will be on hand to share
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tissue, white copy paper, various
sized Ziploc bags, or other items of
your choice.  Donations can be
dropped off through September 7 at
the Edward Jones office in
Swannanoa, 2358 U.S. Highway 70,
Suite C, during regular business
hours.  

Give Your Input on
County Greenway Plan    

   
The final draft of the Buncombe
County Greenway and Trails Master
Plan is finished and available for
review online.  Please click here  to
see the plan and take a short public
input survey.  The plan will be taken
to the Buncombe County Board of
Commissioners on September 4 for
their review.
 
The Swannanoa segment is a critical
component of the new plan. 
Swannanoa residents are encouraged
to participate in the survey so that
your views can be shared with County
Commissioners.  
 
If you have questions or would like
more information, contact Lucy
Crown at 250-4264
or lucy.crown@buncombecounty.org.
 

Contributions Needed for
Swannanoa History Book  
   
Staff at the Swannanoa Valley
Museum are busy putting together
materials for a photo history book of
Swannanoa that will be published
next year. The museum is asking the
community to help by contributing
vintage photographs from Beacon,
Grovemont and downtown Swannanoa

news about the latest river revitalization efforts.     
 
And that's not all!  You're invited to come out earlier in the day
and strap on your wading shoes for a community-wide river
cleanup.  Volunteers should meet at Owen Park at 1:30 p.m. to
form teams and collect supplies (bags and gloves will be
provided; wear old clothes and shoes you don't mind getting
wet). Students from Warren Wilson College will work alongside
community volunteers to collect trash and debris in the river
and along the banks.  We'll finish the cleanup in time for the
RiverFest evening activities.  Bring a change of clothes;
restroom facilities are available at the park. 
 
The Swannanoa RiverFest is co-sponsored by Friends and
Neighbors of Swannanoa (FANS) and Warren Wilson College,
with support from the Swannanoa Business Association,
RiverLink, Asheville GreenWorks, and the Western North
Carolina Alliance.  For more info, call 581-9848.           

 

Mill Around the Village Festival
Returns for its Sixth Year   

 
The streets of downtown Swannanoa will come alive on
Saturday, September 22, from 11:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., at the
sixth annual Mill Around the Village Festival.  The festival
showcases Swannanoa Valley crafters, artists, businesses and
nonprofits - with a wide variety of booths, food from local
restaurants and caterers, and a great music line-up featuring
talented local musicians.  The kids' area will have inflatables, a
giant bubble station, art activities, face painting and games.

Food offerings will include Okie Dokies barbecue, mexican food
from La Bamba Burrito Express, ice cream from Eye Scream
Parlour, and sweet treats from Auntie M's Pies.  You can put on
your dancing shoes and contra dance to the tunes of Joe
Hallock and the Flat Creek Boys, or soak up some local history
by participating in a tour of the old downtown Swannanoa. 
These popular walking tours, led by local historian Bill
Alexander, take participants back in time to the days when
Swannanoa was a thriving mill town, with a bustling railroad
station, numerous shops, and even a movie theater.  Stop by
the Swannanoa Valley Museum's booth to learn even more
about our town's fascinating history. Bring the whole family for
a day of festival fun! 

The Mill Around the Village Festival is sponsored by the
Swannanoa Business Association (SBA) and Friends and
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taken before 1950. They would also
love to have more images of people,
businesses, family homes, churches,
schools, streets, and scenic
photographs that illustrate what life
was like in Swannanoa.  

Every photograph included in the
book will be credited to the
photograph's donor. Also, each
photograph will be scanned into the
museum's photographic database and
then promptly returned to the owner.
To submit your photograph, please
call the museum at 669-9566 or send
an email to
info@swannanoavalleymuseum.org.

The book will have chapters covering
life in Swannanoa before the arrival
of the Beacon Mill, during the Beacon
Mill heyday, and during the 1960s and
1970s, as the Mill's influence began to
decline.

Bee Tree Picnic
 

The annual Bee Tree Picnic takes
place Saturday, Sept. 1, at Bee Tree
Christian Church, 1185 Bee Tree Rd. 
Enjoy a delicious free lunch,
bluegrass music throughout the day,
and plenty of story swapping.  There
will be awards for the youngest and
oldest attendees, and the person who
travels the farthest.  Everyone is
welcome.  Activities begin at 11 a.m. 

Neighbors of Swannanoa (FANS) and is made possible by
generous donations and volunteer labor. For more information,
and to learn how you can be a sponsor, vendor or festival
volunteer, please visit www.millaroundthevillage.com or call
Jennifer Bullman at 581-9222.

 

 

Veterans Home Opening This Fall
   

According to a recent article in the Black Mountain News, the
opening of the State veterans' nursing home in Swannanoa has

been delayed until at
least October.  The
100-bed state-
of-the-art facility is
located between the
Grovemont
neighborhood and
Lake Eden Road. 
State officials said

that the relocation of the facility's entrance contributed to the
delays.   
 
The entrance was originally planned for Grovemont, but was
moved to Lake Eden Road at the urging of a coalition of
residents concerned about traffic and safety issues in the
Grovemont neighborhood.  According to a State official quoted
in the Black Mountain News article, the relocation "minimized
construction traffic and preserved quality of life in the
adjacent neighborhood, and will provide ongoing benefits such
as reducing the impact on the community of heavy delivery
trucks, workforce traffic, ambulances, etc."  
 
To read the full text of the Black Mountain News article, click
here.  To learn about job opportunities at the veterans' nursing
home, click here. 
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Join the Swannanoa
Knitters

 
This knitting group is open to
everyone; beginners and experts
alike.  Meets Wednesdays, September
5 and 19, at 5:00 p.m at the
Swannanoa Library, 101 West
Charleston Ave., in Grovemont.  For
info, call the library at 250-6486.

Calling All Book Lovers!

  
Come join the Swannanoa Library
book group on Thursday, September
6, at 6:00 p.m. for a lively discussion
of The Cellist of Sarajevo by Steven
Galloway.  Meetings take place at the
Swannanoa Library, 101 W.
Charleston Ave., in Grovemont.  For
info, call the library at 250-6486.

Local Storytelling Hike
 

Take a hike to the top of Sunset
Mountain (overlooking Black
Mountain) on Saturday, Sept. 8, and
enjoy an evening of storytelling with
Van Burnette, Wendell Begley, and
Bill Alexander.  The hike is sponsored
by the Swannanoa Valley Museum. 
Meet at 5 p.m. in the parking lot of
Black Mountain Savings Bank, 200 E.
State St., and bring your dinner and
drinks (no alcohol please), water for
the hike, a folding chair (which will
be transported to the mountaintop by
the museum), a flashlight, poncho or
rain jacket, and warm clothes.  The
group will hike 45 minutes on a
moderate trail to the mountaintop,
where they'll have dinner and hear

 

Swannanoa Stories  
 
Bill Alexander, who grew up in Swannanoa and now lives in
Black Mountain, has many stories to tell. One of those stories
involves the tragic tale of his ancestor, Samuel Davidson.
Davidson's grave marker, along with Alexander's stories, will be
featured in the Swannanoa Valley Museum's Historic Hiking Tour
of the Alexander Farm Ruins on Saturday, September 1, at 2:00
p.m.
 
In a December 2011 interview, Alexander related part of
Samuel Davidson's story:  "In the spring of 1784, Samuel
Davidson and his wife Rachel - who was an Alexander - came
across the Swannanoa Gap, built a cabin, and tilled the land.
He was only there four or five months before an Indian hunting
party came by and saw the smoke from the cabin and his horse
wandering nearby with a bell around its neck," Alexander
explained.
 
"Davidson had tied the bell on his horse so that he could find it
easily, and the next morning he decided he needed to take his
horse to Old Fort to get supplies. He heard the bell and stepped
out of the cabin. What he didn't know was that the Indians had
taken the bell off the horse and were luring him to the top of
Jones Mountain." Alexander continued, "When he got there,
they jumped out and killed him."  
 
"The next day, a group of kin, Alexanders and Davidsons, my
kin, came cross the gap and began searching for Samuel and
found his body where he had been shot.  Immediately, they dug
a grave and buried him. There was a big oak tree a short
distance away, and so they carved the initials 'SD' in the tree,"
Alexander said.
 
In 1913, a group of Davidson's surviving descendants gathered
on the top of Jones Mountain to place a grave marker, which
still stands and reads, "Here Lies Samuel Davidson, First Settler
of Western North Carolina, Killed Here By Cherokees, 1784."
Though the grave is now surrounded by privately owned homes,
the museum has special permission to take tour participants to
the site. There is a short, somewhat steep hike through some
brush to arrive at the marker, so hike participants are
encouraged to wear long pants.
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stories recounting the history of
Swannanoa, North Fork and Black
Mountain.  
 
Cost is $30 for museum members and
$45 for non-members.  To register,
call 669-9566 or email
info@swannanoavalleymuseum.org. 

Free One-Woman Show at
Swannanoa Library

What:  Going Giddily - Senior
Moments with Chocolate and
Lemonade, written and performed by
Nels Arnold 
When: Wednesday, September 12, at
6:30 p.m.
Where:  Swannanoa Library, 101 W.
Charleston Ave. in Grovemont
Cost:  Free!

This funny, silly and
absolutely amazing
one-woman show is a
celebration of being
young-at-heart. The
show is sponsored by
the Friends of
Swannanoa Library
and produced by the Autumn Players
and Asheville Community Theater.

Nels Arnold is an actor, artist,
educator and community volunteer
(among other things!) who attended
the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art in
London.

For info, call the library at 250-6486.

Community Yard Sale

Cherry Blossom Cove will hold an
81-home community yard sale on
Saturday, Sept. 15, from 8 a.m. until
noon.  The development is located on

The second part of the Museum tour will feature Alexander
Farm, which was one of the earliest inns to provide housing for
tourists in Swannanoa and is located a short walk from the road
on Warren Wilson College property. Bill Alexander's great great
uncle, George C. Alexander, built the farm in 1818. It operated
continually until the 1930s. Many of the farm's foundations can
still be seen, and the museum will provide several vintage
photographs that can be used to identify what structures stood
on each foundation and will help participants visualize what
the farm looked like during its heyday.
 
After viewing the ruins, participants may continue the tour on a
guided hike to the top of Jones Mountain, along the path that
may have been used by Samuel Davidson over 200 years ago.
Those not interested in the moderate 2-mile hike may choose
to end their tour at the ruins.
 
To participate in the Swannanoa history hike, please register
with the Swannanoa Valley Museum by calling 828-669-9566 or
visiting their website at www.swannanoavalleymuseum.org 
and clicking on the "Events" tab. The tour meets at 2:00 p.m. in
the parking lot of the Swannanoa Ingles, near U.S. 70. The cost
is $20 for museum members and $30 for nonmembers.
______________________________________________________ 
Do you have a "Swannanoa Story," or do you know someone
who does?  Please send us an email with your story idea,
name and phone number.  

 

Please consider making a donation to help support FANS'
work in the community.  Checks can be mailed to:  FANS, PO
Box 697, Swannanoa, NC  28778.  Friends and Neighbors of
Swannanoa is a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) organization --
donations are tax deductible.  Every little bit helps. Thank
you! 

For more info, call 581-9848, send us an email or visit our
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Woodcreek Circle, off Bee Tree Road.

Be a FANS  
E-Newsletter Sponsor

The FANS E-Newsletter currently
reaches 500 subscribers, and our
distribution continues to grow. 
Sponsorships are available for as little
as $25.  It's a great way to promote
your business and show your support
for our community.  To learn more
about newsletter sponsorship
opportunities, please send us an
email or call 581-9848.

website.                                     

 

   
Friends and Neighbors of Swannanoa  

FANS, PO Box 697, Swannanoa, NC  28778 
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